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A 

REPLY 

To  a  PAMPHLET,  indtled, 

Popular     Prejudices 

AGAINST     THE 

CONVENTION.&c. 


SIR, 

HE  AfFair  of  the  Spanijh  Depre- 
dations having  been  amply  laid 
open  before  both  Houfes  ot  Par- 
c^v,)^,f5',  j/.^  liament  the  laft  SeiTions,  when 
(fe^'^di^  the  Merchants  fully  proved  their 
Allegations,  as  to  the  Damages  fullained, 
and  Cruelties  undergone.  In  conlequence  of 
which,  both  Houfes  came  to  thcfe  vigorous 
Kefolutions,  That  it  was  our  undouhtai  Ri[^bt 
to  Sail  to  and  from  any  of  his  Majesty's  Do- 
mi?iio?is  in  America,  and  that  our  Ships  had 

A  -2.  been 
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be€fi  detained,  and  fevirat  Captures  madcy  upon 
Frefefices  altogether  grouJidleJs.and  unwarrant- 
able,  ^c; 

.  Both  Houses  alfo  acldrelfed  his  Majesty 
to  ufe  his  fl:ronc;eft  Initances  with  the  Kino: 
of.  Spain y  to  make  immediate  Satisra£lion  to 
his  much  injured  Merchants,  and  likewife  to 
obtain  good  Security  for  a  free  Trade  for  the 
future;  and  that  if  his  Royal  and  Friendly 
Inllances  could  not  be  able  to  procure  the 
fame  from  his  Catholick  Majefty,  they  would 
enable  his  Majesty  to  take  fuch  Meafures 
as  lliould  become  necelfary,  to  maintain  the 
Honour  and  Dignity  of  his  Crown,  and  the 
Rights  of  his  People. 

After  thefe  folemn  AddreiTes,  the  Miniftry 
thought  it  abfolutely  necelfary  to  ftrengthen 
his  Majesty  by  an  additional  Number  of 
Seamen ;  accordingly  Ten  thoufand  more 
were  unanimoujly  agreed  to.  The  Eyes  of  all 
Europe  were  then  fixed  upon  us,  and  every 
one  thouo-ht  a  \'V'ar  inevitable  :  And  the  more 
Reafon  they  had  to  think  fo,  becaufe  ue 
had  Couriers  frequently  from  Spain,  with 
Anfwers  from,  his  Catholick  Majefty  not  at  all 
pleaiing  to  us. 

Mean  time  the  honelr  Tars  voluntarily 
entered  the  Service  in  great  Numbers,  ancf 
in  full  Hopes  of  Aclion.  When,  all  on  a 
fudden,  we  were  agreably  furprized  with 
the  pleafing  Profpeft  of  a  Peace,  inflead  of  a 
calamitous  and  deil:ru6five  War,  which  ne- 
ver fails  to  fprcad  DeXolation  u'liere-ever  it 
comes.  An 
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An  honourable  Peace  is  certainly  more  t« 
be  coveted  than  a  "War  j  and  by  the  fud* 
den  Difcharge  of  our  fupernumerary  Sailors> 
the  People  of  Englatid  were  in  great  hopes 
fuch  had  been  obtain'd  ;  for  it  was  faid,  no 
Man  in  his  Wits  would  part  with  his  Power 
till  his  Ends  had  been  compleated.  Altho* 
fome  dillatisfied  People  exprefTed  their  Ad- 
miration at  the  quick  and  unufual  Difpatch 
of  Don  Benjamin  Keener  who>  with  the  Af* 
iiitance  of  Commiffaries,  had  been  never  fo 
alert  before  ;  and  were  at  a  Lofs  to  know* 
whether  it  was  owing  to  the  Velocity  of  our 
Minifters,  or  the  Sight  of  our  Squadrons* 
which  might  ftrike  a  Panick  in  the  Sfunijh 
Court. 

Be  that  as  it  will,  a  Conve7ition\y2iS  agreed 
upon,  itgned,  fealed,  and  ratified  ;  which  is 
not  at  all  agreable  to  the  Merchants,  becaufe 
our  Rights  are  no  where  expreifed  therein, 
but  remain  in  a  very  doubtful,  and,  indeed, 
melancholly  Situation.  But,  fays  this  Au- 
thor, the  Convaition  is  only  prelimi7iaty  to  a 
Treaty,  oniy  a  Settling  of  the  Grounds  upon 
which  to  treat.  This  I  acknowledge  ;  but  it 
follows  not  from  thence,  that  we  Ihall  fuPrcr 
thoie  Rights  we  have  hitherto  enjovcd  ior 
feveral  Ages,  to  be  now  called  in  cjuelrion  ; 
by  admitting  fuch  a  Thing,  we  acknowledge 
them  as  Doubts,  and  Points  unfettkd,  whicli 
we  can't  in  Juftice  do,  lince  they  hu\c  been 
fettled  many  Years  ago,  when  the  Glory  of 
this  Nation  was  at  its  sreateft  Height.    S'haU 

\ve, 
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we,  therefore,  now  fufFer  them  to  be  refet* 
tied  to  our  own  Difadvantage  ?  And  fuch 
we  have  great  Reafon  to  fufpe£l,  fliould  they 
be  left  to  Plcnipote?itianeSy  alias  Commiffaries, 

We  have  not  much  Reafon  to  boatt  of  the 
Generofity  of  the  Court  of  Spain  ;  if  we  ad- 
mit any  Doubts  in  our  Navigation  and  Com- 
merce, it  will  be  a  hard  matter  for  us  to  get 
them  clear'd  up  to  our  Advantage.  They 
will  be  far  from  making  any  fuch  ConcelTions ; 
at  leaft  we  ought  not  to  put  it  in  their  Power 
to  difpute  them. 

^ar  is  7iever  to  be  tried  till  treaties  prove 
iiieffcFlual.  Is  not  a  Treaty  preferable  to  a 
U^ar  ?  more  fafey  lefs  expe?ijive,  and  (as  he  be- 
lieves) more  certaj?i.  -■* 

True  again  ;  but  what  have  we  been  do-^ 
7ng  thefe  twenty  Years  ?  have  we  not  been 
treating  and  treating,  with  Ple?iipo''s  and  Com- 
mijfaries,  and  now  Ple?iipo''s  again  ?  Have  not 
thefe  gentle  Methods  been  too  often  ufed  al- 
ready ;  and  have  they  not  as  often  been  found 
vain  and  inei?e6lual  ?  Have  we  not,  by  thefe 
numberlefs  Treaties,  made  ourfelves  as  con- 
temptible in  the  Eyes  of  our  Allies,  if  we 
have  any,  as  we  formerly  were  dreaded  by 
our  Arms  ?  'Tis  entirely  this  Method  of 
Treaty-making,  Avhich  has  fo  fenfibly  Icifen- 
cd  our  Elleem  in  the  feveral  Courts  oi  Eu- 
rope, infomuch,  that  we  ov;n  ourfelves  not 
fure  of  one  y^lly  to  ainfi:  us,  fnould  a  W2.X. 
become  necelfary. 

Are 
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Are  we  ftill  to  go  on  in  the  fame  Road } 
Shall  Spain  fay  to  us,  fo  far  may  your  Men 
of  War  go,  but  no  farther  ? 

Fye,  fye  J  let  us  throw  off  this  Lethargy^ 
and  convince  the  Court  of  Spain,  that  we  are 
now  in  earneft.  Let  us  leave  our  old  Path  of 
Treaty-making,  and  tread  a  new  and  more 
glorious  one.  Let  our  wife  Minifter  for  once 
affedl  Popularity  (tho'  he  has  often  times  de- 
clared himfelf  averfe  to  it)  and  join  with  the 
general  Voice  of  the  Nation  ;  a  U^art  or  No 
Search.  Since  this,  and  no  other,  can  be 
a  Means  of  retrieving  our  loft  Charafter,  and 
regaining  our  former  Elleem  in  the  Courts  of 
foreign  Princes. 

One  Treaty,  I  will  allow,  if  well  conclu- 
ded, is  lefs  expeniive  than  one  War  ;  but  the 
Method  of  Treaty-making  we  have  followed 
for  thefe  Eighteen  or  Twenty  Years  paft,  has 
coft,us  fix  times  as  much  as  a  Naval  War 
would  have  done.  Our  Charge  of  Ambaffa- 
dots,  or  Commijfaries,  or  P/enipo^s,  or  I  know 
not  what,  has  drained  the  Nation  of  an  infi- 
nite deal  of  Treafurc,  without  gainiog  us  the 
leaft  Benefit  or  Satisfa6lion. 

Then  as  to  our  expenfive  Squadrons  and 
mock  Expeditions,  they  have  colt  us  full  as 
much  from  Time  to  Time,  and  been  as 
chargeable,  as  if  they  had  really  been  em- 
ployed in  Adtion.  Can  the  Oppreifed  always 
lubmit,  for  ever  be  filent  ?  No ;  the  Englijh 
are  not  yet  fo  degenerated. 

I  am 
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I  am  not  laying  any  thing  to  the  Charge 
of  thofe  worthy  Gentlemen  who  were  em- 
ployed to  accommodate  the  Differences  be- 
tween Us  and  Spain  :  Far  be  it  from  me ;  I 
believe  they  did  their  utmoft  Endeavours  to 
reconcile  Matters,  and  bring  about  an  Ac- 
commodation ;  but  if  fuch  could  not,  with 
any  Honour,  be  obtained  from  that  proud 
Nation,  they  fhould  feel  the  Weight  of  our 
Cannon  Balls,  the  Virtue  of  which  has  for- 
merly been  owned,  but  is  now  entirely  for- 
got, by  them.  We  therefore  Ihould  revive 
it. 

Which  muft  certainly  gain  us  more  than 
by  fufFering  ourfelves  to  be  afrefh  luH'd 
aileep  by  their  deceitful  Negotiations.  We 
have  found,  by  long  Experience,  that  no- 
thing but  mahi  Force  can  keep  the  Guard  de 
Co/fa's  from  continuing  their  Depredations : 
And  all  the  Satisfa6lion  we  have  hitherto  re- 
ceived from  them,  amounts  to  nothing  more 
than  the  Honour  his  Catholick  Majelfy  has 
done  this  Nation,  in  making  a  Spanijh  Don 
of  Mr.  KeeiiCy  and  promifing  us  a  fmall  Sum 
of  Money  to  pay  our  Merchants  for  the  In- 
juries they  have  fuftained ;  which,  by  the 
bye,  is  not  Six  Pence  in  the  Pound  for  the 
numerous  Expences  we  have  been  at  in  ob- 
taining chofe  two  Favours. 

The  Terms  of  Treating  may  be  fixed,  and  you 
may  ceafe  to  Treat  when  you  will.  Aye,  but 
the  Misfortune  is,  when  we  drop  Pen  and 
Paper,  as  insufficient  for  our  Purpofes,  we 

make 
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make  no  life  of  our  warlike  Iiiilrumcnts  aiid 
Pr^iparations  j  they  dwindle  away  in  a  tew 
Months  to  peaceable  Pen  and  Paper  again  : 
And  then  the  Terror  of  that  Nation  ceafes 
on  the  Depofit  of  our  Arnris. 

^  IVar  zvili,  probably,  he  cur  Alafter,  at 
kajiy  as  to  its  Duration.  So  it  muft  ■•,  after 
Treaty-making  is  found  infufficient,  we  have 
no  other  Method  left,  /re  vauji  conquer ,  or 
he  conquered*  The  firit  we  are  pretty  fure 
on,  but  there  is  very  little  Likelihood  of  the 
latter,  on  the  Coalls  of  Spain.  We  muil 
have  the  Superiority  at  Sea  :  *  But  we  are  a- 
fraid  Fra?ice  will  join  them,  otherwife  we 
would  quickly  go  to  work.  This  is  a  poor 
Excufe,  and  may  always  be  one,  to  the  End 
of  the  Chapter.  On  the  contrary,  at  this 
Jun(^ure,  we  have  no  Reafon  to  icar  it  ;  the 
Cardinal  knowing  his  Infirmities,  and  that 
his  Time  is  near  at  Hand,  beinc^  willing'  to 
leave  his  Country  in  Peace,  which  is  now 
well  elhiblilhed,  and  in  Fame  and  Reputa- 
tion. 

But,  fay  they,  an  ambitious  Miniiler  may 
fuccecd  him.  This  Exculc,  nlfo,  wjU  never 
fail  them.  However,  I  hope  we  may  begin 
and  end  a  War  with  Spai/i  before  the  Death 
of  the  Cardinal -^  or,  Ihould  we  not,  anew 
Mmilter  muit  firft  take  fome  time  to  gain 
the  Affe6lions   ot   the  People   at  home,  and 

B  eftablifh 

*  Thii  Parsgraph  Is  not  in  the  Pc^rJ.ir  Pi-iiuJifs^  but  i?, 
ncverthclel?,  an  Arjiua.ciit  of  great  Weight,  with  ihciii,  againt 
a  War. 


eftablKli  himfelf  well  in  that  Poft,  before  he 
can  pretend  to  difturb  his  Neighbours,  or 
intermeddle  with  foreign  AHairs. 

ff^hcu  we  are  once  engaged  in  a  War,  God 
only  knoius  when,  or  howy  we  JJoall  get  out. 
We  may  now  juftly  controvert  this  Para- 
graph, and  fay.  We  have  not  only  once, 
twice,  nor  thrice,  engaged  in  negotiating 
Treaties,  but  for  feveral  Years  together, 
without  any  Benefit  accruing  to  us  therefrom, 
and  God  only  knows  how  we  ihall  get  out, 
or  when  they  will  end.  For  ought  we  know, 
fhouid  our  prefent  pacifick  Negotiators  live  a 
few  Years  longer,  our  Conventions  and  Trea- 
ties may  fwell  into  as  many  Volumes,  as  our 
mighty  Statutes  at  large ;  and  our  Rights 
(of  Confequence)  become  more  doubtful  and 
unfettled  than  at  prefent;  thofe  numerous. 
Treaties,  only  ferving  to  puzxie  and  con- 
found one  another. 

And  as  the  making  of  every  new  Treaty 
has  been  conftantly  attended  with  great  Ex- 
pences  to  this  Nation,  fuch  Treating  and 
Negotiating  from  Time  to  Time,  would  coft 
the  Nation  infinitely  more  than  a  War  could 
poilibly  do  ;  as  has  been  proved  by  the  In- 
creafe  of  the  National  Debt,  with  feveral 
pew  Taxes,  for  thefe  twenty  Years  paft. 

Is  Reparation  fweeter,  after  Millions  of 
Money  wafied,  and  many  thoufa?ids  ,  oj'  Lives 
lofiy  than  ivhen  had  zvith  little  Expence,  and 
no  Danger  ?  I  blufh  to  hear  fuch  a  fhameful 
Queib'on  ftarted.     Can   it,  with  any  Juftice, 

be 
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be   denied,  that  our  Negotiating  for  thefe 
twenty  Years   pail  with  Spain,  has  not  coft 
us  a  great  deal  more  than  a  War  would  have 
done  ?  How  then  can  any  thing  fo  barefaced 
be   now  ftarted  ?  Our  Merchants  have  alfo, 
and  muft   at  this  Day,  run  as  great  Risks, 
and  be  in  fall  as  much  Danger,  as  if  a  War 
v/as   a6lualiy  carrying  on  between  the  two 
Crowns ;  nay,  for  ought   I   know,  a  m»uch 
greater;   for   then  they  would  have  had  fair 
Warning  to  avoid  meeting  Spanijh  Ships  as 
much   as     polTible,    and    confequently   arm 
themfelves   with   proper  Weapons  for  their 
Defence,  in  cafe  of  an  Attack  i  but,  by  our 
treating  with  Spain,   they  are,  in  fomt  mea- 
fure,  blindfolded,  and  may  innocently  betray 
themfelves  into  Danger,  wrongly  imagining, 
that,    by   this   Convention,    a   Ceifation   of 
Hoftilities  had  been  agreed  upon  during  our 
Negotiation  ;  when,  alas  !  the  infifting  upon 
this  very  material  and  necelfary  Article,  has 
entirely  llipp'd  the  Memory  of  Mn  Kecnc  ac 
ATadrid,     Tho'  one  might  wonder  it  fhouid  ; 
for,  by   the  fecond  feparate  Article  in  the 
Convention,  it  is  exprelTed,  **  That  the  faid 
''  undcr-wrictcn   Minillers   Plenipotentiaries 
'^  declare,  by  thefe  Prefents,  that  the  Third 
**  Article   of  the   Convention,    figncd   this 
*'  Day,  does  not  extend,  nor  fhall  be  con- 
**  ftrued  to  extend,  to  any  Ships  or  ERcds 
''  that  may  have   been  taken  or  Iciigd  iincc 
**  the  roth   Day  oi^  December  i^j^y,  or  may 
''  be   hereafter   taken  or  feized  ;    in    whicii 

B  2  **  Caft.s 


*^  Cafes,  Juftice  lliiiU  be  done  according  to 
"  the  Treaties,  as  if  the  aforefaid  Convene 
*'  tlon  had  not  been  made  ;  it  being,  how- 
**  ever,  nndcrliood,  that  this  relates  only  to 
**  the  Indemnification  and  Satista6lion  to  be 
''  made  for  the  Effects  fcized,  or  Prizes  ta- 
"  ken  ;  but  that  the  Decifion  of  the  Cafes, 
*'  ^vhich  may  happen,  in  order  to  remove 
''  al]  Pretext  for  Difputc,  is  to  be  reterred  to 
'*  the  Plenipotentiaries,  to  be  determined  by 
**  them  according  to  the  Treaties." 

One  would  wonder,  I  fay,  how  our  Pleni- 
po's  confented  to  fuch  Conditions  ;  by  which j 
full  Power  is  given  to  the  Court  of  Spain  to 
continue  their  Depredations,  without  any 
manner  of  Reftraint.  Would  it  not  have 
been  much  more  to  the  Advantage  of  our 
Nation,  and  Honour  of  our  Plenipo's,  if 
thofe  Lines  had  run  thus:  Tbat  this  Cwiven- 
tion  Jhall  not  be  conjhucd  to  extend  to  any  Ships 
or  EjffeHs  that  ma-'  have  been  tai^en  or  fcized 
Jhice  the  iQth  (?/"  December  1737:  But  that 
fiich  Ships  as  can  be  lawfully  proved  to  have 
been  mijuftly  feized  and  confifcatcd  from  the 
loth  of  December  1737,  to  the  \(l  0/' March 
1 738-9,  Jhall  be  made  good  to  the  Ozvners  with- 
out Delay,  upon  proving  their  Demands  to  the 
Satisfaciion  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  at  Madrid. 
^nd  be  it  Jurther  dec  la  red y  that  notivithfland- 
ing  fuch  Ships  may  have  been  condemned  and 
cofifijcatedby  the  Spanilh  Govei'nors  in  America, 
that  fuch  Condemnatioji  jhall  not  at  all  he  rc- 
ga/dedj    that  his   Carholick   Majefty  mtirely 

difavoivs 
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cUfdVdivs  any  fuch  Proceedhigs,  and  is  deter- 
inincd  to  abide  by  an  impartial  Decijton  oftht 
Pknipotaitiaries  hereafter  mimed  betivnctt   the 
two  Crowns,  after'  a  full  and  clear  Examination 
upon  Oath  of  the  Parties  on  both  Sides  ;  and  that 
fuch  Claims  fid  all  be  paid  in  Six  /f^eeks,  by  the 
Conffcators  of  fuch  Ship  or  Ships ,  after  fuch 
Conviffion,   without  any  DeduHion  wbatfoever ; 
and  Hkcwifcy  all  rcafonabk  Expences  the  Own- 
ers may  be  at,  in  provi?ig  their  Dcmafids.     And 
he  it  further  declared-^  T^ hat  from  and  after  the 
\fi  o/"  March  1738-9,  if  any  Englifh  6*,^//)  or 
Ships  he  found,  upon   Examination  before  the 
Plenipotentiaries,  to  be  unjujily  detained  or  con"- 
jifcated,  that  the  Aiders  and  Abettors  ef  fuch 
Captures,  Jhall  not  only  he  obliged  immediately 
to  pay  the  full  Value  of  the  Ship  and  Cargo  tt> 
the  Owners,  with  tl?€  tiecejjary  Charges  they  had< 
been  at  in  proving  the  fame  ;  but  Jhould  aifo  he- 
fried  double  the  Value  of  fuch  Ship  and  its  Ef 
fcHs,  to  be  paid  to  his  Catholick  Majcfry,  and 
alfo  fuffer  twelve  Months  Imprijonment, '  bcfcks 
fuch  Fi?ie. 

Had  this  Article  run  in  tbefe  e^cprefs 
Tcrmo,  we  might  have  believed  his  Catholick 
Majefty  to  be  in  Earned  ;  but,  as  rhev  novv 
run,  tew  People  are  of  that  Opinion.  And, 
indeed,  which  way  can  it  be  othcrwife  con- 
Ih-ucd,  when  chefe  Piratical  Pradices  of  the 
Guard  de  Cofla^s  are  fo  far  trom  b<.'inf;'  rcliri'iin- 
ed;  that  it  is  ftipulated  in  the  fccond  feparatc 
Article  to  the  Convention,  Thar  "  all  Ships 
*'  V,  hich  have   been,  and  may  be  hereafter, 

'*  feized, 
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*'  feized,  from  December  1737,  Ihall  be  re- 
*'  fered  to  the  Plenipotentiaries,  to  be  de- 
"  termined  by  them." 

I  do  not,  in  the  leaft,  difpute  their  Can* 
dor  and  Impartiahty,  haying  already,  in 
fome  meafure,  experienced  them  both.  But 
the  Conteft  ariles,  by  their  not  having  pro- 
cured a  ftri£l  Order  from  the  Court  of  Spain, 
to  his  Governors  in  yimerica  and  New  Spain, 
^c,  to  ceafe  their  Depredations,  with  a  fe- 
vere  Penalty  upon  fuch  who  dare  diiobey  his 
Orders.  Becaufe  then  there  would  have  been 
no  Room  for  our  Merchants  to  exped,  or 
fear,  any  Injuftice  from  them  ;  whereas  now 
they  remain   in  a  continual  Dread.    « 

I  am  the  rather  willing  to  believe  that 
thefe  natural  Demands  flipp'd  the  Memory 
of  our  Plenipo's  (who  undoubtedly  have  no- 
thing more  at  their  Heart,  than  the  Honour 
and  Welfare  of  their  Nation)  than  that  the 
omitting  fuch  necelfary  and  falutary  Demands 
proceeded  from  any  felfifh  Views. 

There  was,  indeed,  an  Article  in  a  foreign 
Poft  the  other  Day,  that  his  Catholick  Maje- 
fty  had  fent  ftrifl:  Orders  to  all  his  Governors 
in  America,  to  conform  to  the  Convention 
figned  between  his  Court  and  that  of  Great 
Britain i  under  Pain  of  his  highelf  Difplea- 
fure,  and  that  Copies  were  fent  them  for 
that  Purpofe :  But  it  is  a  great  ^erv  whe- 
ther this  News  is  not  entirely  falfe  :  Or,  fup- 
pofe  it  true,  as  there  is  no  CefTation  of  Hof- 
tilities  declared  on  the  Part  of  Spain,   nor 

they 
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they  exprefly  forbid  them  by  their  Sovereign, 
they  are  ftill  at  their  full  Liberty  to  exercife 
their  Depredations  and  Cruelties,  without 
breaking  the  Convention  j  and  it  is  but  pay- 
ing a  Trifle  Twenty  Years  hence,  if  fuch 
Captures  are  proved,  without  any  farther 
Trouble  or  Reftraint.  Befides,  fince  they 
are  likely  to  be  called  to  an  Account  for  their 
former  Conduci:,  they  may  now  alter  their 
Meafures,  and  when  any  Ship  is  hereafter 
taken  and  confifcated  by  them,  may  facrifice 
the  Lives  of  the  Captain  and  Crew,  to  pre- 
vent  any  future  Difcovery. 

I  hope  it  won't  be  denied,  but  that  every 
Ship  fo  taken,  lies  entirely  at  their  Mercy, 
and  how  far  they  may  hereafter  extend  it,  no 
Man  can  tell  j  perhaps  .the  Seizure  ot  the  one, 
may  alfo  be  the  fure  Condemnation  of  the 
other  ;  there  is  nothing  like  going  through 
Hitch  ;  it  they  cut  us  olF,  we  tell  no  Tales. 

Rcimburfcmmts  for  the  mighty  Charges  of  a 
Ji'afi  m  e  never  to  be  expeBed. 

No,  nor  Relmburfements  for  the  mighty 
Charges  of  a  Peace,  be  it  ever  fo  fhort  or 
trifling  :  But  a  War  would  oblige  that 
haughty  Power  to  grant  us  flir  better  Terms, 
than  ever  we  lliall  be  able  to  get  from  them 
by  foliciting  Cap  in  Hand  :  For  they  have 
fo  often  leen  our  harmlefs  Fleets  of  late 
Years,  that  they  are  now  only  too  apt  to 
deride  pnd  defpife  them.  Perhaps  they  think 
A£lion  is  banilhed  the  Kingdom,  and  we  arc 
metamorphofed  into  little  lefs   than  Marble 

Statues, 
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Statues.  'Tis  therefore  now  high  Time  for 
ijs  to  open  our  Eyes,  and  fhew  ourielves 
Men,  who  are  capable  of  Refentment,  and 
have  a  Heart  to  refent. 

It  rarely  happens  that  fuch  private  Lo[fci, 
are  ever  made  good,  e)pM:ciaIly  ijuhcte  there 
are  many  TXouhts  and  Perplexities  about  them, 
and  %vhe?i  Lojjes  and  Claims  are  urged  o?i  the 
ether  Side,  This  is  our  Cafe  ;  we  fhall  re- 
ceive One  fourth  of  our  Lolles,  by  the 
I)oubts  and  Perplexities  raifed  by  the  Court 
of  Spain,  and  the  Claims  urged  by  them, 
Altho'  fuch  Claims  are  fo  far  from  being 
clear,  that  the  Merchants,  and  the  whole 
Nation,  are  kept  ignorant  of  them.  If  the 
Sum  of  95,000  /.  is  acknowledged  by  the 
King  of  Spain,  to  be  due  to  us  on  Ballance, 
ought  we  not  to  be  informed  what  Claims 
are  brought  againft  us,  which  could  reduce 
our  Demands  to  that  Sum  ?  *  *'  Our  Demands 
*^  upon  Spain  are  ftated  in  an  Account  iigned 
*'  June  14,  1738,  by  Mr,  Stert,  one  of  the 
*'  Commiifaries,  at  343,277  /.  Sterling.  And, 
*?  in  the  fame  Account,  the  Demands  of  the 
*^  King  of  Spain  are  faid  to  amount  to 
''^  1^0,000  I,  Sterling  :  Whence  the  Ballance 
*^  due  to  Great  Britain,  is  there  allowed  to 
•^  be  163,277/.  Sterli?tg,  Now,  for  what 
*^  Reafon  68,277  /.  is  again  deducted  out  of 
•*'  this  Sum,  and  the  Ballance  thereby  re- 
**  duced  to  95,000/.  efpecially  after  180000/. 
'*  the  full  Demands  oi  Spain,  had  been  pre- 

"  vioufly 

*  S€e  Ob:ervarionj  on  the  Convcntioil,  p.  38,  &c. 
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''  vioufly  admitted.  Is  an  Enquiry  that  ha^ 
''  hitherto  been  conftantly  eluded,  tho'  the 
*'  Honour  of  the  Tranfaclors,  and  the  in- 
**  tereft  of  the  Pubiick,  in  this  particular 
*^  Article,  leem  to  require,  on  th  s  Head, 
*,*  the  cleareft  and  moft  explicit  Repreie;.ca-^ 
f'rfvtfon.'' 

But  we  are  fo  far  fiom  being  let  into  the 
Rcafon  for  our  laft  Dcductionof  68,277  /.  that 
we  are  not  even  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
Particulars  of  the  firit  Claim  of  j 80,000 /, 
tho'  all  Arts  poilible  has  been  tried  to  fiixl  ic 
out.  Some  People,  indeed,  have  intcrpreced, 
chat  this  laft  Deduction  of  61^,277  /.  is  allow^ 
ed  for  deftroying  tlieir  Fle^t,  i>ear  Sicily,  in 
the  Year  171 8  :  But,  as  this  is  not  vvarranted 
by  Autharity,  we  ought  to  have  no  Regard 
to  it.  Let  us  drop  Surmife&,  and  wait  with 
an  eager  Expectation  of  having  the  Nature 
of  both  thefe  Dedu6lions  fairly  laid  open  to 
us  j  when,  I  doubt  not,  but  ic  will  appear  to 
o^r  entire  Satisfaction,  that,  as  the  great 
Man  has  often  declared.  He  bated  Expcdic?its, 
aiui  tbofe  Ur'bo  m-adc  ufc  of  them,  no  more  De- 
d4i£l:iQns,  nor  Conceinons,  have  been  allowed 
to  Spain,  than  were  coniiftcnt  with  Juftice, 
and  the  Honour  of  our  Nation.  But  to  go 
01)  :/Tis  baler  tkit  Puitieulars  Jhould  fuffcr y 
than  a  IP^ar  he  undeUukeu,  I  hope  he  does 
not  mean  our  particular  Limits,  or  Rights 
of  Traffkk,  in  the  jimericdii  Seas,  li  we 
cannot  quietly  and  peaceably  enjoy  our 
Rights  and  Properties  there,  without  being 

C  invadcc/ 


(  i8  ) 

invaded  in  them  j  or  cannot,  by  fair  Means, 
procure  an  exprefs  Acknowledgment  of 
them,  with  Security  for  the  Time  to  come, 
a  War,  even  if  it  were  almoft  unfuccefsful, 
would  be  much  more  to  the  Advantage  and 
Honour  of  the  Nation. 

fVhe?i  Retribution  can  he  procured  for  fuch 
private  Lojjes.  By  the  way,  95,000  /.  only, 
will  hardly  bear  the  Name  of  a  Retribution. 
^fid  a  Stop  put  to  Phem  for  the  Time  to  come, 
1  deny  that ;  this  Stop  fhould  have  been  in- 
ferted  in  the  Convention,  by  way  of  a  CefTa- 
tion  of  Hoftilities  ;  then  we  might  have  had 
feme  Reafon  to  hope  for  an  effeclual  Stop 
by-and-by  :  But  now  we  muft  rely  entirely 
•upon  the  Strength  of  our  Plenipo's  j  perhaps 
they  may  obtain  it,  and  perhaps  not. 

The  CompenfatioJi  obtaified  from  Spain,  a 
Compenfatio?iJeldom  obtained  from  any  Nation^ 
is  defpifed  and  ridiculed,  A  mighty  Compen- 
fation,  indeed  !  We  prove  our  Demands  to 
the  Amount  of  343,277  /.  Sterlings  and  after 
fitting  out  mighty  Squadrons,  at  a  vaft  Kx- 
pence  to  the  Nation,  we  admit  two  large 
Demands  of  the  King  ot  Spain  to  be  dedudt- 
ed  from  the  above  Sum  (the  Particulars  of 
which,  we  are  entirely  ignorant  of)  to  the 
Amount  of  248,277/.  which  reduces .  the 
Whole  of  our  Demand  to  95,000  /.  only  : 
And  even  that  Sum,  it  feems,  his  Catholich 
Majefty  has  protelfed,  he  v/iil  not  condef- 
cend  to  grant ;  no,  nor  even  this  Convention 
itfelf,  infufficient  to  us  as  it  is,  'till  the  South 
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Sea  Company  pay  the  68,000  /.  which  they 
have  acknowledged  to  be  due  to  him ; 
altho'  the  King  of  Spahi,  at  the  fame  Time, 
acknowledged,  that  he  owes  them  upwards 
of  300,000  /.  This  is  according  to  the  ^pajilfh 
Proverb,  Ton  fijall  firft  pay  me  the f mall  Dc- 
mand  I  have  upon  yotty  a?id  the7iyour  ivhok  De- 
mand Jhall  be  paid  you  afterwards,  Notwith- 
Itanding  thefe  flagrant  Proofs,  a  certain  great 
Man  has  often  times  made  no  Scruple  to  de- 
clare, that,  ^^  ^/'/i  Convention,  zve  Jhall  reap 
all  the  Advantages  which  could  have  been  cxpeficd 
from  a  fp^ar,  had  it  been  ever  fo  fuccefsful : 
That  it  was  impojfibh  to  change  any  one  Stipula- 
tion i?i  it,  into  a  Shape  more  advantageous  to 
ourfelves  ;  and  that  it  fa  fully  anfwered  all  the 
Declarations  of  Parliament y  and  the  reafonahh 
Expe^ations  of  the  Publick,  that  the  mofi  viru- 
lent Makcontcnt  would  never  be  able  to  form  a 
Jingle  Exception  againfi  it. 

As  to  Malecontents,  I  know  no  fuch  Per- 
fons  ;  or,  at  leaft,  hold  no  Converlation  with 
them.  I  declare  myfelt  a  Lover  of  my  King 
and  Country,  whofe  Interefts  are,  and  ought 
to  be,  infeparable  :  But,  at  the  fame  time, 
cannot  help  faying,  that  the  Great  Man's 

^'  prefent  Opinion  differs  widely  from  that  of 
the  Generality  of  Mankind.  What  the  Rea- 
fon  may  be,  I  am  at  a  Lofs  to  guels,  with- 
out it  is  becaufe  he  is  in  the  Secret,  and  we 

^  are  out.  The  Advantages  we  are  to  reap 
from  this  Convention,  is  at  prefent  a  Myltery 
to  us  all. 

Q  z  Boat 
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But  1  have  already  lliewn  the  PolTibilky 
of  making  the  feoond  feperate  Article  itiuch^ 
more  advantageous  to  the  Nation  in  general,' 
bv  changing  a  Stipulation  into  another  Shap€, 
which  I  ha\e  done  in  Form  in  Page  12. 

And  which,  no  doubt,  the  Plenipotentia- 
ries (who  have  longer  Heads  than  mine)  were 
more  capable  of  formino-.     I  therefore  ad- 

1  rT-<  r 

mire   K   was  not  done That  10  matenal 

and  neceilary  a  Point  fhould  be  totally  dif- 

regarded   by  them 1  rather  chufe  to  fay 

dil:'-egarded,  becaufe,  when  I  reileft  upon  the 
then  Strength  of  our  Naval  Force,  that  we 
had  three  formidable  Squadrons  at  Sea,  in 
theu'  proper  .^rations ;  one  in  the  i^'f^cfi  Indies, 
to  correA  the  Guard  de  Cofia''Sy  another  in 
the  Mediterranean y  and  a  third  at  home,  to 
prevent  any  Invafion  which  might  be  formed 
in  fa\our  of  the  Spaniards^  to  divert  us  from 
executing  our  Deligns  upon  them.  1  fay, 
when  I  refle6t  how  formidable  wc  then  w^re  I 
I  can't  oiherwife  imagine,  but  that  the 
Om'fiion  ot  fuch  an  important  Stipulation, 
muft  rather  be  attributed  to  the  Forgetfuinefs 
of  our  Plenipo's,  than  any  other  Reafon 
v/hatfoever  ;  fince  the  Court  oi Spain  was  not, 
at  that  Time,  in  a  Condition  to  detend  her- 
felf  from  our  Attacks  upon  their  Provinces, 
fhould  fuch  have  been  thought  neceilary  ; 
neither,  indeed,  could  tliey,  with  the  leaft 
Colour  of  Juftice,  have  denied  us  fuch  De- 
mand. For  which  Reafons,  'till  I  am  other- 
wife  convinced,  I  mult  bel'cve,  that  no  fuch 

Demand 
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Demand  has  been  made  on  our  Part.  Aficl> 
if  not,  whether  this  Convention  has  fully  an^ 
fwered  all  the  declarations  of  Parliament,  and 
the  reafo?iable  Ey^peBations  of  the  Publick,  let 
the  World  determixne. 

j4nd  the  great  popular  PTeight  a?id  Cry  Is 
thrown  on  Points  not  yet  fettled.  This  i«  a 
•miftaken  Notion,  or  rather  an  Evafion  of  the 
Point.  The  popular  Weight  and  Cry,  as  he 
is  pleafed  to  term  it,  is  againfr  thofe  Stipu- 
lations in  the  Conv^ention,  that  expreily  for- 
bids our  adding  to  the  Fortifications  o^  Caro" 
linOy  and  confequently  Georgia  (which  are 
both  in  a  very  defencelefs  Coi;dition)  but  that 
every  thing  there  fhall  remain  in  fiatu  qttd 
'till  the  Regulation  of  our  Limits  can  be  dc* 
tided  by  the  Plenipotentiaries.  It  they  re- 
main in  their  prefent  Situation,  and  the  Pie- 
nipo's  fhould  not  hereafter  be  able  to  agree 
in  fixing  thofe  Limits,  not  only  Carolina^ 
but  his  Majeity's  favourite  Colony  alfo, 
might  foon  become  an  ealy  Prey  to  the 
Spaniards.  A  fecond  popular  Cry  is  in  our 
acceptifig  95,000  /.  in  Ballance  for  the  whole 
of  our  Lolfes,  by  giving  248,277/.  to  Spaing 
when,  at  the  lame  time,  we  are  kept  igno-- 
rant  how  we  became  lo  much  their  Debtors* 
A.  third  popular  Cry  was  occalioned  by  their 
admitting  two  Ships,  mentioned  in  the  fecond 
fcparatc  Article,  to  the  Determinatfon  of 
Plenipotentiaries. 

The  firft  was  called  the  Succefs,  which  wag 

acknowledged  to  be  taken  on  the  14th  of 

•  *  ^ipril 
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^pril  1738,  as  fhe  was  coining  out  from  the 
Ifland  o^ Antigua  (an  hundred  Leagues  from 
any  Spanijh  Settlement)  by  a  Spa?iijh  Guard 
de  Ccfiay  and  carried  to  Porto  Rico, 

Since  this  could  not  be  proved  to  have  car- 
ried on  any  illicit  Trade,  for  God's  Sake, 
why  is  it  to  be  refered  to  Plenipotentiaries  ? 
The  other  was  the  Brigantine  Santa  Therefdy  < 
feized  in  the  Port  of  Dublin,  in  Ireland,  in 
the  Year  1735.  This  was  originally  2i  Bri- 
tifh  Velfel,  but  was  taken  at  Sea  by  a  Spatiijh 
Privateer^  in  as  fhameful  a  Manner,  as  the 
Succefs  laft  mentioned.  She  was  afterwards 
iitted  out  by  the  Spaniards,  as  a  Merchant- 
Man,  and  trading  in  the  Port  o^  Dublin,  was 
known  by  her  own  Mailers,  who  feizcd  her. 
Now,  as  Fortune  had  thrown  this  Ship  again 
into  the  original  Owners  PolIcfRon,  whofe 
undoubted  Right  fhe  was,  could  any  one 
have  imagined,  that  Spaiji  would,  in  fo  bare- 
faced a  Manner,  have  demanded  her  again, 
or  that  our  Plenipo's  would  have  fuffered 
it  to  be  at  all  difputed.  Befides,  fhe  was 
exempted  in  the  third  Article  of  the  prefent 
Convention,  had  our  Seizure  been  illegal. 
But  neither  that,  nor  the  other  Confideration. 
could'  prevail  upon  his  Catholick  Majefty, 
to  deiiit  from  his  Demand  of  referring  the 
Decifion  thereof  to  the  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  Fourth  popular  Cry  is  occafioned  by 
the  Omiffion  of  an  Article,  wherein,  all 
CefTation  of  Hoftilities  Ihouldbe  agreed  upon 
during  the  Time  fixed,  for  a  Decifion  of  our 

particular 
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particular  Rights  and  Limits  in  the  Amzri^ 
can  Seas,  by  the  Plenipotentiaries.  But, 
having  treated  largely  on  this  Point  in  the 
foregoing  Pages,  I  proceed  now,  to  t\\Q  fifth 
popular  Cry,  or  Obje£tion,  which  is  againft 
the  King  of  Spain's  Declaration,  or  Proteft. 
This  is  a  Paper  of  a  very  extraordinary  Na- 
ture. That  the  South  Sea  Company  Ihall 
firft  pay  his  Catholick  Majefty,  68,000 1. 
in  which  Sum  they  own  themfeives  in- 
debted. And,  at  the  fame  Time,  his  Ca* 
tholick  Majefty  acknowledged  himfelf  in- 
debted to  that  Company,  in  almoll  five  times 
chat  Sum.  Can  this  be  reckon'd  a  jufl  Way 
of  Proceeding  between  Debtor  and  Creditor? 
Nay,  what's  ftill  more  furprizing,  is,  that 
our  Plenipotentiaries  agreed  to  this  arbitrary 
Way  of  proceeding,  *'  and  having  agreed 
''  with  reciprocal  Accord,  that  this  Declara- 
**  tion  fhould  be  made  as  the  elTential  and 
*'  precife  Means  to  overcome  the  fo  much 
"  debated  Difputes." 

Certainly,  if  this  very  Protefl  had  not 
been  laid  before  the  fuprcmc  Court  of  Judi- 
cature, and  debated  therein,  the  People  of 
Knglund  muft  have  been  fo  tar  from  believing 
it  genuine,  that  it  would  have  been  all  taTcen 
tor  mere  Fiftion,  and,  as  fuch,  totally  dif- 
regared.  lam  informed,  that  this  Way  of 
fettling  Accounts,  is  become  fo  common 
\[\  Spain,  that  they  have  made  a  Pro\erbof 
It,  which  1  have  already  obferved. 

But 
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But,  be  that  as  it  will,  fure  I  am,  '  that 
our  Plenipo's  never  learnt  that  ingenious 
Art  oi ^rithmetick  in  this  Kingdom. 

Since  Do?i  Schafiian  de  la  ^adra  has  ac- 
knowledged, the  King,  his  Mafter,  indebted 
to  the  South  Sea  Company,  upwards  of 
300,000  1.  Our  BngJiJh  \^'ay  of  fettling  the" 
Accounts  between  them,  would  be  to  deduct 
the  68,000  1.  which  the  Company  owe  the 
King  of  Spain^  from  the  300,000  1.  which 
his  Catholick  Majefty  has  acknowledged 
to  be  due  to  them,  and  then  there  would 
remain  upon  Ballance,  232,000  1.  w^hich 
ought,  in  a  fhort  Time,  to  be  paid  to  the 
South  Sea  Company,  as  their  juft  Dues -and 
Pemands. 

I  amforry  that  we  are  in  fo  bad  a  Condi- 
tion, as  not  to  be  able  to  infift  upon  the 
v/av'ing  this  Proteft.  But,  alas!  on  the  con- 
trary, we  have  admitted  it,  as  the  ojily  cffen- 
tial  Means  we  have  left  of  fettling  the  prefent 
miferable  Condition  of  our  Trade  and  Com- 
rnercein  the y^merkau  Seas,  on  more  folid  and 
lailing  Foundations. 

Thefe  are  the  grand  Obje^lions  w"hich  the 
Merchants  have  ftarted  to  this  prefent  Con- 
vention, and  which  the  Author  is  pleafed  to 
term,  a  great  popular  l^Veight  a?id  Cry.  He 
fays,  it  would  feem  to  me 3  that  as  he  is  the  bej} 
General,  who  ends  a  f-f^ar  by  Mdrefs  o?ily,  and 
without  fighting  \  fo  he  is  the  hefi  Politkia?i, 
who  prevents  a  IVar  by  an  honour  able  Treaty. 
How  Honourable  this  Preliminary  to  a  Trea- 
ty 
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ty  may  be,  I  fliall  not  difpute  ;  but  ibould 
be  very  willing  to  agree  with  him,  provid- 
ed we  had  been  as  famous  in  thefe  tvventy 
Years  paft,  for  our  Wifdom  in  negotiating, 
as  we  have  formerly  been  for  our  Arms. 

JVor  does  Spai?i  now  aim  at  univerfal  Empire 
and  Conqueft.     I  thiqk  the  contrary  is  evident; 
Does  fhe  not  difpute  our  Right  to  Cufolina 
and  Georgia  }  Has  not  the  Spanifh  Amb.ilTa- 
dor  here  delivered  Memorials  to  that  Effecl  ? 
Did  fhe  not,  a  few  Years  ago,  wreft  Naples 
and  Sicily  out  of  the  Emperor^ s  Hands  ?  And 
is  fhe  not  now  daily  fitting  out  Fleets,  to 
put  her  other   Proje£ls  into  Execution  ?   h 
ihe  not  fo  far  from  being  contented  with  de- 
!  privi'ng  his  Imperial  Majefty  of  his  Dominions 
iri    Sicily,    that   (he    is    now  laying    Claim 
to  Tufca?iy,    Parma    and   Placentia  ?    What 
more   Proofs  can   be   defired,  to  fhev/   that 
Spain  now  aims  at  univerfal  Empire  and  Con-^ 
queft?  If  all  this  is  evident,  which  I  believe  no 
Man  can   contradi£l,  are    we  not   as  much 
urged  by  Policy,  as  for  the  Honour  of  oui* 
Nation,    to  divert   that  Power  by  a  Warj 
from   putting  fuch  Projefts   into  Executioni 
which,  if  carried  on  with  Succefs,  mull  ma- 
nifeflly  tend  to  our  Prejudice.     And  what  is 
worfe,  deprive  us  of  our  two  favourite  Colo- 
nies, which  have  already  coft  us  Millions  of 
Money  to  bring  to  Perfeftion. 

If  thefe  Spa?iijh  Projects  are  near  ripe  fdr 
Execution,  we  fhall  never  be  able  to  get 
'hofe  Advantages  which  we  propofcd  to  our- 
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felves  by  this  new  Treaty.  They  v/ill  b^ 
ftill  ftartlng  new  Difficulties  ;  and  making 
fuch  exorbitant  Demands,  as  our  Plenipoten- 
tiaries cannot,  nor  dare  not,  grant  them. 
Thus  may  our  Negotiation  prove  unfuccefs- 

ful.  ^  .    .  '      ,       . 

And,  the  Moment  it  is  broke  off",  'tis  ten 
to  one  but  ^  Spanijh  Fleet  will  be  difpatch'd 
to  feize  upon  thofe  Colonies  now  in  Difpute, 
which  we  have,  by  this  Convention  folemnly 
engaged  not  to  fortify,  but  leave  defencelefs  ; 
I  fuppofe,  'till  Spai?i  can  prove  her  Right  to 
them.  By  what  has  been  faid,  'tis  plain  we 
have  more  to  fear  from  that  Power,  than 
from  any  other  Power  in  Europe. 

How  cautious  fhould  we  then  be  in  our 
Negotiations  ?  Ho\y-  careful  not  to  fufFer  our 
minuteft  Rights  to  be  in  the  leaft  queftioned 
or  doubted  ?  Since  fuch  Doubts  would  foon, 
with  them,  be  term'd  Rights  5  and,  as  fuch^ 
become  liable  to  be  difputed  :  Which,  when 
once  brought  upon  the  Carpet,  might  be 
extremely  difficult  for  our  Plenipo's  ever  to 
get  Spain  to  recede  from. 

The  Author  fays.  He  could  give  an  Infianct 
at  large  of  an  Englilh  Commander ,  who  having 
perfdioujly,  under  Pretence  of  Commerce^  in- 
vited two  Spanifh  Gentlemen  on  Boards  fr/i 
kept  them  fiarving  two  Days,  to  extort  a  Ran\ 
fom,  a?id  that  /ailing y  cut  off  the  Ears  anc. 
Nofe  of  one  of  them,  and,  with  aCiitlafs  at  hii 
Throat,  forced  him  to  eat  them.  What  a  pofi- 
tive  AfTcrtion  is   this  I  yet  I  am  fo  far  frorr ' 
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believing  it  (tho'  the  Author  has  declared 
this  Cruelty  to  have  been  exercifed  within 
his  Knowledge)  that  if  he  does  not  hereafter, 
particularly  mention  the  Name  of  that  En^-- 
/ifi)  Commander,  or  thofe  of  the  two  Spani/h 
Gentlemen  fofervcd,  together  with  the  R.eign 
in  which  that  Fa6l  was  committed,  and  the 
Place  where  ;  not  only  myfeli^,  but  every 
impartial  Reader,  muft  judge,  that  this  very 
Report,  ^s  well  as  feveral  others  which  he 
has  occafionally  interfperfed,  was  lludied 
with  no  other  View,  than  to  depreciate  our 
Merchants  Claims  on  the  Spania.-  ds,  and  pre- 
judice the  Patliamc?it  againft  them. 

He  goes  on  in  alfercing,  that  fome  of  our 
Colonies  are  known  to  have  been  Hives  of  Smugg- 
lers y  or  illicit  Traders  ;  all  Men  know  it ;  they 
themfelves  had  not  the  Face  to  deny^  nay^  they 
gloried  in  it.  But,  why  does  he  not  mention 
what  Colonies  thefe  were,  efpecially  as  he 
has  not  fpared  even  the  Governors  thern- 
lelves,  whom  he  charges  with  fharingin  the 
Plunder  ?  By  fuch  obftinate  Alfertions  as 
thefe,  there  is  no  great  Diflficulry  to  give  a 
fhrew'd  Guefs  at  their  Author. 

There  was,  indeed,  a  Colony  in  a  former 
Reign,  which  was  deeply  concerned  with 
thofe  who  committed  frequent  Depredations 
npon  whatever  Ships  fell  in  their  \Vay,  whe- 
ther French,  Dutch,  Spanijb,  or,  indeed, 
Englijh  ;  none  cfcaped  them,  but  fuch  as 
were  an  Overmatch  for  them.  Divers  Com- 
plaints were  made    at   our  Court,    and   our 
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tnhips  fent  out  in  queft  of  them  i  fome  were 
taken,  tryed  and  condemned  :  thus  Satisfac- 
tion was  made  to  the  Parties  injured.  At 
length,  his  Majefty  ilfncd  forth  his  moft 
gracious  Pardon  to  all  thofe  who  would  re- 
turn from  their  Pyracies  to  their  Allegiance ; 
when,  to  the  great  Surprize  of  the  then 
Minifters  of  State,  fome  of  the  principle 
Inhabitants  acknowledged  themfclves  guilty, 
by  pleading  that  General  Pardon  j  and,  a- 
.rnong  the  reft,  if  I  miftake  not,  the  ingeni- 
ous Author  of  this  excellent  Pamphlet, 
which  is  now  under  my  Confideration,  and 
who  has  fince  returned  to  Eng/and,  and  is, 
at  this  Time,  under  a  Poft  in  the  Govern- 
rnent. 

However,  he  can't  bring  an  Inftance  of  any 
other  Colony,  that  has  trefpaffed  in  the  like 
Manner.  Nor,  in  fhort,  is  theaforefaid  Af- 
fertion  of  any  Weight  at  all.  For  the  De- 
predations our  Merchants  complain  of,  has 
been  committed  by  Spanijh  Guard  de  Cofias, 
who  held  their  Commifilons  from  the  King 
of  Spain  himifclf,  or  his  Governors,  and 
thereupon  the  Spanijh  Court  became  anfwer- 
able  for  all  fuch  Tranfaclions.  Whereas,  the 
Depredations  committed  on  our  Side,  were 
by  a  few  avow'd  Py rates,  for  whofe  Tranf- 
a6tions,  no  Nation  can,  or  ought,  to  be  ac- 
countable. Suppofe  the  Governor  of  that 
Plantation,  and  fome  of  the  rnhabitants, 
were  in  League  with  thofc  Pyrates  j  no  juft 
Demand   could   have:  been   made  upon    our 
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Nation  for  the  Lofles  which  the  injured  Par- 
ties might  fuftain.  Becaufe,  fuch  Violences 
were  committed  without  his  Majefliy's  Pri- 
vity, or  Confent,  and  without  any  Commif- 
iion  or  Authority  from  him  to  fearch  or  mo- 
left  them. 

The  Infufliciency  of  that  Aflertion  plainly 
demonftratcs  the  Spleen  of  the  Author,  who 
would  leave  no  Stone  unturned  to  deprive 
the  Merchants  of  the  Benefit  ir.recided  them 
by  Parliament,  by  throwing  the  blackeft 
Calumny  upon  the  molt  ufeful  Body  of  Men 
in  this  Kingdom,  and,  in  the  Prefervation 
of  whom,  the  Riches  and  Vvdfare  of  this 
mighty  Nation  can  only  fubfift. 

He  artfully  goes  on  i:i  declarincr,  that  he 
hlmfclf  had  fcen  as  free  Siihjeth  a^  any  that 
the  Ki?{^- 1^/  Spain  had,  eccfj/cd  to  Sale,  in  a 
Britilh  Colony^  purchujed  there  like  Cattle,  and 
treated  ofierwards  very  little  better  hy  the 
Pur  chafers.  But  why  does  he  not  mention 
that  Colony,  and  in  whofe  Reigti  it  was  ?  By 
his  thus  treating  upon  Generals,  and  not 
defccnding  to  Particulars,  even  fuch  Things 
as  he  declares  within  his  own  Knowledge, 
we  mull  be  the  Icfs  apt  to  bt:lieve  him. 

Speaking  oi  the  Rnglijby  he  fays,  they  will 
not  go  to  (Var  in  Support  of  Smugglers  and 
Thieves,  fivorn  Enemies  to  tJ?c  fair  Trader, 
This  is,  to  fay  no  worfe,  a  bold  ExprcfTion, 
and  what  his  Patron  himfelf  dared  not  to 
utter  in  a  certain  Place.  What  \  are  a  Com- 
pany of  injured  JVefl -India    Merchants,  who. 
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for  feveral  Years  pall  have  been  immenfe 
Sufferers,  thro'  the  Avarice,  Tyrany  and 
Cruelty  of  the  Spaniards,  to  be  termed  a  pack 
ot  Smugglers,  and  Thieves  at  laft,  and  who, 
as  fuch,  merited  the  Tortures  and  Imprifon- 
ments,  which  feveral  have  undergone  ? 

Then  howl,  ye  Inhabit a7its  ^'Maktefh, /or 
all  the  Merchant  People  are  cut  down  :  all  they 

that  hear  Silver  are  cut  off'.    Zeph.  i.  1 1. 

^nd  they  Jhall  make  a  Spoil  of  thy  Riches,  and 
make  a  Prey  of  thy  Merchandize  ;  and  they  Jhall 
break  down  thy  IValls,  and  defiroy  thy  pie af ant 
Houfes  ;  and  they  Jhall  lay  thy  Stones,  and  thy 
Timber,  and  thy  Diiji,  in  the  midji  of  the  Hea- 
ter. Ezek.  xxvi.  1 2. — In  the  Time  when  thou 
Jhalt  be  broken  by  the  Seas  in  the  Depths  of  the 
Heaters,  thy  Merchandize,  and  all  thy  Company 
in  thee  Jhall  fall.  All  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Ijles  Jhall  be  ajionijhed  at  thee  ;  and  their  Kings 
Jhall  be  fore  afraid  5  they  Jhall  be  troubled  in. 
their  Countenance.  The  Merchants  among  the 
Peoplejloall  hifs  at  thee  j  thou  Jhalt  be  a  Terror, 
and  never  Jhalt  be  any  more.    Ezek.  xxvii.  34^, 

35»  3^* Thus  Jhall  they  be  unto  thee  with 

whom  thou  haft  laboured ;  even  thy  Merchants 

from  thy  Touth,  they  Jhall  wafider  every  one  to 

his  garter  y  none  Jhall  fave  thee.  Ifa.  xlv'ii.  15. 

I  have  now.  Sir,  gone  thro'  the  feveral 
Arguments,  which  have  been  made  by  this 
Author,  in  Defence  of  the  prefent  Meafures, 
and  hope  I  have  anfwcr^d  the  fame  to  your 
entire  Satisfa6lion, 

This 
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This  only  remains  to  be  faid  ;  That  it  is  a 
Sign  of  a  very  bad  Caufe,  when  a  Miniftry 
will  take  fo  much  Pains,  and  be  at  fo  great 
an  Expence,  in  printing  fome  thoufands  of 
no  lefs  than  three  feveral  Pamphlets  at  this 
Time,  and  difperfing  them  gratis  in  Town 
and  Country,  with  their^upid  GAZETTEERS. 
And,  not  content  with  that,  but  they,  who 
of  all  Perfons  in  the  Kingdom,  ought  to 
haveburied  in  everlafting  Silence,  the  former 
ill  Treatment  which  the  Spaniards  might 
have  received  from  the  Hands  of  the  Eng/ijb, 
have  been  the  firft  to  enumerate  them.  Is 
not  this  a  manifeft  Weaknefs  in  thofe  whofe 
fole  Bulinefs  it  is  to  infift  upon  ample  Satis- 
faction for  the  Injuries  we  have  received  ; 
and  not  to  make  an  Outcry  of  what  formerly 
we  may  have  been  guilty  of?  This  Stum- 
bling-Block  of  theirs,  in  my  humble  Opini- 
on, is  a  much  greater  than  the  molt  virulent 
Malecontent  could  have  thrown  in  their  way, 
to  retard  the  prefent  Negotiation  with  Spain:. 

I  am.  Sir,  i^c 
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